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SUB J : CHANGES IN SUDANESE ARMY 

1. PRESS REPORTED NOV 9 THAT, AS OF NOV 7. PRESIDENT NIMEIRI HAS 
"TAKEN OVER FUNCTIONS OF MINISTRY OF DEFENSE AND COMMANDER-IN- 
CHIEF OF PEOPLE'S ARMED FORCES" FROM GEN AWAD KHALAFALLA, WHO 
WAS RETIRED AND MADE "ADVISOR ON MILITARY AND AVIATION AFFAIRS" IN 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENCY. IN ADDITION, BRITISH EMBASSY HAS UNCON- 
FIRMED REPORT THAT MOHAMED NUR EL-SAAD, COMMANDER OF ORDNANCE 
CORPS, HAS BEEN PLACED UNDER ARREST. RUMOR HAS IT THAT FIRST 

VICE PRESIDENT GEN. MUHAMMED AL-BAGHIR WILL ULTIMATELY TAKE ON 
KHALAFALLA'S OLD JOB. 

2. THERE NO INDICATION OTHER THAN TIMING TO SUGGEST DEVELOPMENTS 
ARE RELATED TO INCIDENTS AT RABAK (KHARTOUM 2508) OR ELSEWHERE; 
INDEED BRITISH EMBOFFS TOLD US KHALAFALLA HAD LONG 

WISHED TO RETIRE, AND NUR EL-SAAD WAS QUIET MAN NOT GIVEN TO POWER- 
SEEKING ADVENTURES. AS SAME TIME, WE WONDER WHETHER THEY DO 
NOT PERHAPS SIGNIFY UNDERLYING DISPUTE OVER POLICIES NEEDED 
TO SOLVE COUNTRY'S PROBLEMS AND/OR OVER PROPER ROLE OF 
ARMED FORCES IN POLITICAL SYSTEM. 
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3. PRESS OF NOV 9 ALSO REPORTED FORMAL TRANSFER OF 
SOUTHERN COMMAND FROM KHALID EL-AMIN EL-HAJ TO JOSEPH LAGU. 

INFO HAD BEEN WELL DISSEMINATED THROUGH KHARTOUM GRAPEVINE BUT 
HAD NEVER ACTUALLY APPEARED IN PRINT BEFORE. GRAPEVINE ALSO 
HAS IT THAT VICE PRESIDENT ABDEL ALIER MAY BE FORCED TO RESIGN. 

TO BE REPLACED BY LAGU. IT IS RECALLED (KHARTOUM 2386) THAT 
OPPOSITION TO ALIER WAS MENTIONED AS BEING A POSSIBLE FACTOR 
IN THE JUBA DEMONSTRATIONS OF MID-OCTOBER. 

BERLIND 
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